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FELLOW COUNTRYMEN! 
* cauſe of my addreſſing you at preſent is, the meaſure pro- 
poſed by the Whig Club of England, for the purpoſe of en- 
deavouring to procure the peaceable Repeal of the well-known Bills 
paſſed before the late prorogation of Parliament. The zeal and in- 
tereſt you diſplayed in petitioning the different branches of the Le- 
gillazure-aguany gh enactment of thoſe, Bills, perſuade me you will 
not be leſs forward in adopting ſuch legal and conſtitutional mea- 
2 ſures as are likely to effect their Repeal. It would be a ſcandalous 
inſult on your ſenſe, as well as patriotiſm, to ſuſpect that, after hav- 
ing made ſo ſtrong and meritorious an effort a few weeks ago, you 
will now ſink into ſapineneſs, and difeontinue all further exertions 
in ſupport of the glorious Bill of Rights. Of ſuch dereliction of 
principle I cannot ſuſpe& you. 1 cannot think you will expoſe the 
motives of your honourable oppoſition to be queſtioned and miſcon- 
ftrued, by your declining” to perſiſt in it with firmneſs. Nor can 1 
believe that you are indifferent about inviting a freſh: reſtriction 
upon the ſecurities enacted at the Revolution; or that you will 
ſilently acquieſce in a meaſure, againſt which you have ſolemnly 
proteſted by the deliberate ſabſcription of your names. 

I be alacrity with which you came forward, in concert with nu- 

merous other great and reſpectable bodies of your fellow: country- 
men, as petitioners in behalf of conſtitutional liberty, has obtained 
voou the higheſt commendation, But remember, that the purity of 
"Ela the motive conſtitutes the merit of the action; and that it remains 
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fingure- in what we expreſſed, and that acting from factious prinei- 
ples, our chief deſign was to embarraſs the Government, and to 
diſcredit the Legiſlature. Theſe are ſerious charges, fellow coun- 
trymen, and though not true, may appear true to many, if we 
conduR ourſelves upon this great queſtion with languor, indifference, 
or inconſiſtency. The time is arrived, when we may either refute 
theſe infinuations as injurious to our honor, or eftabliſh them as pub- 


lic facts. Can we, then, heſitate for a moment? Shall we volunta- 


rily give currency to theſe charges, and confirm their credit? Shall 
we be guilty of weakneſs and inſincerity, merely to ſanction the re- 
proaches that may be caſt upon us? This would be truly fingular; 
and yet we ſhall do this, and more thin this, if we ſhrink from the 
teſt vf our political virtue, and abandon the Conititution the firſt in- 
ſtant we have been checked in its ſupport. 

Some timid perſons, who ſeek an excuſe for ination i in the feel- 
ings of deſpondency, may, perhaps, object, “that if we could not 
6 ſucceſsfully oppoſe the paſſing of the Bills, we ſhall in vain en- 
&« deavour to ſhorten the term of their exiſtence.” To me this ap- 
pears to be a falſe concluſion. Many reafons may have inclined 
Miniſtry to paſs the Bills in ſpite of our firft effort, which can ſub- 
fiſt no longer if that effort is judiciouſly renewed. We know that 
in defending their perſeverance in the Bills, it was more than infi- 
nuated by them, that the oppoſition was excited not by the nature 
of the Bills themſelves, but by the influence of ſome powerful, and 
the arts of many factious men; that the petitions were the mere 
effects of party ſpirit, miſrepreſentation, and ſurprize; and that 
the people would afterwards rejoice that they had been paſſed into 
law. We will ſuppoſe theſe arguments to be /zcerely urged by the 
perſons who held them. What is the real object of this language, 
and the real inference to be drawn from it? It is manifeſtly nſed as 
a neceſſary vindication of themſelves, in having perfevered in a mea- 
ſure, againft which there was a very eager declaration of public opi- 


nion, And how do they vindicate this perſeverance ? Not by 


aſſerting that public opinion in general is unworthy of their atten- 
tion; but by attacking the means they pretended had been uſed to 
procure the declaration of it in that particular inſtance. This vin- 
dication of themſelves, and attack upon their opponents, amount 
to a clear indiſputable admiſſion, on their part, of the weight which 
popular opinion ought to have, when coolly and deliberately ſpoken. 
And as this admiffion from them is no ſmall encouragement for us 
to proceed with firmneſs, ſo it cannot be injurious to them to have 


their profeſſions ſpeedily brought to an unequivocal teft. - It is 


plain, then, that uNanimiTY will enable us to remove the chief ob- 
ſtaele to the wiſhed-for Repeal, by n Adminiſtration of 
A 2 thoſe 
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or energetic in the national character. From this ſource have we 


(610 
thoſe fallac ious arguments upon which they reſiſted the firſt appli- 
cations ; the people. Their vindication of their own conduct can 
be dered effectual only through our diſunion and inconſiſtency. 
Why ſhould we, then, ſacrifice our own characters to the convenient 


Juſtification of others? Let us rather tell them, by a temperate, yet 
decided courſe, that we are not a ſet of, weak, ſubſervient, and ca- 


Pricious cavillers ; that we have neither been. the practiſers nor the 
victims of an intended miſrepreſentation; and, that cool reflection 
has abundantly confirmed all our firſt feelings on this moſt intereſting 


| 
ſübject. Let us tell them, that we flill think the ancient laws of 
this country as ſufficient as laws can be to the preſervation of the 
King's life, and to the ſecurity of the excellent Conſtitution of the 
year 1688: and let us bring to their remembrance the juſt and ce- ] 
lebrated language of the firſt ſpeech which our gracious Sovereign . 
ever delivered, that . the LOYALTY and WARM AFFECTION of the Al 
«6 people are the GREATEST. and MOST PERMANENT SECURITY of Fl / 
« the Throne” 5 

But the advocates of the Bills are unſupported by * in their t 
attempt to decry the late popular effort. Their infinuations are un- 0 
founded. For never ſince tbe Revolution have the people of this f 
country ated more in the ſpirit of their glorious forefathers, by 0 
whom that Revolution was effe g ed, than during their oppoſition v 
to the two Bills lately paſſed into Jaws. It may be ſaid, indeed, þ 
that fince that providential event, by which the year 1688 is ren- 
dered famous in Britiſh Annals, few circumſtances have occurred 
which could more powerfully affect the intereſts, the feelings, the 
opinions, and the prejudices of BriToxs, than any attempt to re- 
ric the fundamental and tutelary right of free and public diſcuſ- 
ſion ;—a right which has ever been deemed the inheritance, the ſe- 
curity, and the peculiar diſtinction of TREE MEN. To the frequent 
uncontrouled exerciſe of this right, we in this iſland owe whatever 
is popvlar in the conftitution of our Government, or enterpriſing 


derived the lineaments of our liberty, and the muſcles of our 
ſtrength. And no longer than they enjoy it, will Engliſhmen pre- 
ſerve that erect and manly independence, that fearleſs and ſublime 
deportment, which formerly rendered them the terror and the ad- 
miration of the world. That an attempt to reſtrict this invaluable 
priviicze ſhould awaken the jcalouſies of the people, was naturally to 
be expected: that it has routed their jealouſies more than could be 
expected from their long ſupineneſs, is a fact we record with tri- 
umph and gratulation. It is in vain to calumniate the motives, or 
to depreciate the magnitude of their oppoſition, by idle ſophiſtry 
and Papa, quibbles. Into the motives and the extent of that oppo- 
| 5 fition 
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fition we boldly challenge the ferereſt inveſtigation. To every 
effect an adequate cauſe muſt be aſſigned. When, therefore, we 
behold, the great body of the people rouſed from their inglorious 
ſlumber; an affection for liberty pervading the kingdom with un- 
exampled rapidity; men of different opinions uniting upon the broad 


principles o of the BiLL oF RiGnrs, tranſmitting to the Legiſlature 


a deciſive, yet reſpectful expreſſion of national ſentiment when we 
bchold all this effected within little more than the ſhort ſpace of 


fourteen days, in oppoſition to all the advantages which the friends 


of the Miniſter poſſeſſed from the influence and information of their 
patrons, we are obliged to attribute ſo ſignal a union of popular 
will to ſome better cauſe than the artifices of rogues, aud the credu- 
lity of fools. And in ſceking for a cauſe, none other will be found 
adequate to ſo great an effect, than he previous exifience in the maſs 
of the nation of an opinion dares hoflile to th, e principle of the Bills 
jn queſtion. 

I ſhall now beg leave to ſay ſomething of the IxsTITUTORs of 
the propoſed Aſſociation, becauſe it is of confequence to the ſucceſs 
of our undertaking that, if we ſapport them at all, that ſupport 


ſhould be. given upon reaſonable grounds, and that, while we diſ- 


dain to act upon a broad queſtion of this fort in the ſpirit of Party, 
we ſhould formally diſclaim being actuated by ſuch narrow and illi- 
beral motives. The queſtion then, I apprehend, is not whether 
the Perſons who compoſe the Waris Crus of England merit our 
implicit confidence upon all ſubjects and under all circumitances, 
but whether they deſerve/a rational confidence upon this fingle point, 
and in this particular eriſis. It is little to the purpoſe, from what 


motives they have inſtituted. this Aſſociation, whether from Patri- - 


otiſm and a ſenſe: of public duty, or from perſonal ambition and ho- 
ſtility to the reigning favourite, , The ſole queſtions for our conſi- 
deration are theſe, * Whether men of the pureſt motives and moſt 


« diſintereſted patriotiſm, of the ſoundeſt judgment and the graveſt 


„ demeanor, might not conſiſtently act as the Members of the 


« Whig 4 Club have acted in the Inititution of this Plan for the Re- 
* pral of the Bills? And whether, after they have ſtood forward 


“in this decided manner, the conſequene 2s to Liberty may not be 


< too terrible to predict, if we eith er deſert them altogether, or 


* appear. lukewarm in their {upport ?” To theſe queſtions, after 
the beſt view I have been, able to take of the. ſubject, I can for my- 


ſelf honeſtly anſwer, in the affirmative. And it appears to me 


moreover, /, that, in this ſerious juncture, they, have acted in the 
ſtricteſt uniſon with their avowed principles. Under this impreſ- 
ſion, it would be illiheral to queſtion the fincerity of their motives. 
was profeſs themſelves the friends of Order and Law, equally 


deſirous 
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deſirous of preſerving the Conſtitution of the year 1688 ſecure from 
the inroads of Anarchy and of Deſpotiſm. They profeſs a wiſh to 


moderate the violence of contending factions, and to reſcue men from 


the dangerous purſnit of political extremes. And theſe profeſſions 
I ſee no reaſon to diftruſt, as long as they continue to act the wile, 
the firm, the temperate part which has recently diſtinguiſhed their 
proceedings.—Let us, therefore, ſo confide-in them, as to be ready 


to withdraw our confidence, the moment they ſhall ceaſe to deſerve 


it. All other Confidence in Politics thun this, it is unworthy 10 wiſe 
men to offer, or of honeſt men to accept. 

Having ſaid thus much of the InsTITuToRs of the Plan, IJ hope 
it will not be thought neceſſary to vindicate the As80c1aT10Nn itſelf, 
as if it were a matter of doubtful propriety. A charge of Itlega- 
lity will ſcarcely be urged againſt it by the hardieſt advocate of Ty- 
ranny, or the moſt unbluſhing ſtudent in the deſerted. School of 
Reeves. What ! ſhall it be granted to the Soap-boilers or Tobac- 


coniſts of the kingdom to form committees for the purpoſe of re- 


commending a Repeal of ſome Exciſe Law, injurious to the intereſt 
of their particular manufacture, and ſhall it be deemed illegal and 
unconſtitutional in the Pro IE of England, when they conceive 


that a Law 1s paſſed infringing their written and recognized Rights, 


to aſſociate peaceably, and to conſult with each other throug the 
channels of Correſpondence? Our Aſſociation then is defenſible 

n the fair analogy of precedents. It is defenſible on better 
grounds, the Neceſſity of the Caſe. I ſhould diſdain to defend it 
upon the authority of the great Names, Legal and Political, who 
have been honourably employed in its Inſtitution, becauſe 1-am 
aware that the greateft of mankind are fallible ; and that in ſuch 
queſtions, an appeal to authority is but a ſurrender of Reaſon. 
Much leſs will I condeſcend to vindicate it upon the inapplicable 
precedent of the Aſſociations formed in December, 1792. If this 


Aſſociation was inſtituted merely upon vague ſuſpicions, unauthen- 


ticated rumours, and inviſible alarms; if it was likely, firſt to tra- 


duce the Executive Government as weak and inefficacious, then to 


goad it on to a vindictive enforcement of the Laws relative to poli- 


tical diſcuſſion ; if it could tend to warp the integrity of Jurymen; 


or to embody a ſtanding Army of mercenary Spies; or to promote 


the communication of anonymous intelligence to the public Proſe- 


eutor; or to corrupt the whole ſyſtem of public Morality, b 17 by eſtabliſh- 
ing as it were, particular offices for the laviſh reward of Perjury, 
Treachery, and Proſtitution; then indeed, however plaufrble the 
pretexts, great the talents, or eminent the haters of its found- 
ers, ſuch an Aſſociation ſhould be unrecommended by me. A con- 
1 which have the effect to cramp the free energies of 
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the mind, and to deſtroy. or pervert the beſt feelings of the heart, 
muſt always merit, and will, ſooner or later, meet with the ſevereſt 
reprobation from all who dare to judge for themſelves. Far differ- 
ent is the propoſed Aſſociation in its primary intentions, and far 
different muſt it be in its ultimate conſequences, The ſubject of 
this Aſſociation does not reſt upon the mere aſſertions of the de- 
ſigning, or the ſuſpieions of the weak. It is matter of Record, 
It ſtands viſible to the ſenſe in the laſt pages of the Statute Book. 
It is an object ſtrictly limited and defined, conſiſting in two moſt 
important Acts of Parliament, reſpecting which there is an anxiety 
to obtain an accurate and peacrable declaration of public fentiment, 
that from thence may be deduced the Expediency or Non- expedi- 
ency of their Repeal. ' Here is no recom for interference with the 
prerogatives of one branch of the Government, .or the privileges of 
the other. This proceeding plants no thorns in the path of focial 
life. Friendſhip, and Confidence, and Intercourſe remain in un- 
diſturbed ſecuity. No Barrier is oppoſed againſt domeſtic lappi- 
R neſs; no Bribes are held forth to Treachery and Falſchood. 

nd It may be expected that, in the courſe of this Addreſs, the Bills 
Ne themſelves ſhould be examined. From ſuch a diſquiſition it is now 
ts, politic to refrain. They have been ſo ably and frequently diſcuſſed 
he previous to their enactment, that the nature and tendency of them 
ble (as far as they can be underſtood) can be no ſeeret to any Engliſh- 
man. But if they had not been diſeuſſed already, I ſhould have 
er forborne to enter either into the principle or tlie clauſes, not more 
10 from a ſenſe of my own inability to treat the ſubject as it onght to 
be treated, than from a conviction that a free and uſeful diſcuſſion 
72 of it could not have been undertaken without hazard. He who 
ſhould perform that taſt to the belt of his abilities, with the con- 
dle ſciouſneſs of integrity and the freedom of truth, might chance to 
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TY owe his ſafety rather to the leniency of the Magiſtrate than of the | 
101 Law; and to the diſcretionary power of Magiſtrates, reſpectable | 
12 as they may be, on political ſubjects what Briton will not ſcorw 10 
th be indebted for perſonal ſecurity ? I mult therefore decline enume- | N 
li. rating the reaſons that have occurred to me, why thoſe Bills ought | 4 
"nl to be ſpeedily repealed.  Truſting to the Intelligence, the Firm- | 
FOX neſs, the Unanunity of my Fellow Countrymen; confident that | 

\ 


7. what i is commenced with Wiſdom, and purſued with Harmony, 
th. mult be terminated with Succeſs, I chearfully ſubmit myſelf to the 


profoundeſt ſilence reſpecting the nature of the Bills, that the ES 
£ framers of them could poſſibly wiſh to impoſe, | 
TY I cannot conclude, without again exhorting you, by Union ans 

*} Moderation, to ſecond the efforts which Men of Character and Diſ- 

of cretion are about to make 1 in the common cauſe, Every method 


which 
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whicli the Law and Chaltitution warrants and which a peaceable' 
perſon can conſcientiouſly! adopt, ouglit to be employed for the 
preſetvation of Rights purchaſed by Britiſh: Blood, at the era of 
the Revolution. Our Forefathers obtained thoſe ineſtimable 


Rights at the riſque of their fortunes and their lives; having ob- 
tained them, they made them hereditary and deſcendible to their 
poſterity for erer. Thanks to their glorious exertions, we are not 
placed in the fearful extremity in which they ſtood. And may the 
conſeerated Sword which then achieved our deliveranee, be long 
concealed beneath the peaceful Olive! Ours is a mild and tranquil 


conteſt; the Combat of Reaſon—the Reſiſtance of eee 
bloodleſ Warfare of the Mind. 


In a few days, Later benz men! ! the Declaration of the Whig: 
Club will probably appear; it will be ſent into different parts of the 
kingdom, where, ſhould it be approved, local Committees will be 
formed to propoſe it for ſignature; and thele Committees will com- 


municate with the general Committee in London. This plan: ap- 


pears to me unexceptionable. But the ſucceſsful execution of it 
will depend upon the fairneſs, as well as the diligence of the perſons 
compoſing the Committees; for it is obyious that while every indi- 
vidual ſhould be invited to ſubſcribe; no influence of any ſort ought; | 
to be exerted to procure ſignatures. A good cauſe can be pro- 
moted only by honeſt means: Act, then, with cax pov and ron- 
BEARAN CE, as well as ZE AL: Lee no one ſubſcribe, who does not 
come forward with heart and hand. Finally, approve yourſelves at 


once the Advocates of Social Order, and of Moral Freedom. The 


flighteſt conſideration of what you have in views: muſt uten ey te 


mind the beſt means neceſſary to obtain it. 


Your Okjrer is the RESTORATION 'and Saconiry of one great 
Claufe of conſtitutional Liberty. It can only be promoted by the in- 
ence of V1RTUE, and the inſirumentality of TR urn. 8 
What I have thus written, I now ſubmit to your candid judg- 
ment. Had the taſk of compoſing this Addreſs fallen into abler' 


hands, I ſhould have ſincerely rejoiced. I muſt intreat you to af- 


cribe whatever is weak in the argument, to the defects of the Ad- 
vocate, and the circumſtances under which he writes, and not to 
the Badneſs of the Cauſe. If it ſhould'be found worthy your at- 
tention; if it ſhould tend to animate the fearful and the languid, 

or ſhould. determine the ſuſpended. judgment of even one individual 
in favour of the propoſed AssociAriox, my labour will not have 
been loſt. But failing in all theſe objects, I ſhall ſtill enjoy the con- 
ſolation of having written with the beſt intentions, and performed, 
without prejudice or intemperance, What 1 ene to be a an Act a 


of moſt mdipenſible: Doty. £2 5 „ 38 £0432 


- Benton, Jan. 20, 1796. 
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